
134 STAT. 281 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

Public Law 116–136 
116th Congress 

An Act 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise tax on high 

cost employer-sponsored health coverage. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act’’ or the ‘‘CARES Act’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 
Sec. 3. References. 

DIVISION A—KEEPING WORKERS PAID AND EMPLOYED, HEALTH CARE 
SYSTEM ENHANCEMENTS, AND ECONOMIC STABILIZATION 

TITLE I—KEEPING AMERICAN WORKERS PAID AND EMPLOYED ACT 
Sec. 1101. Definitions. 
Sec. 1102. Paycheck protection program. 
Sec. 1103. Entrepreneurial development. 
Sec. 1104. State trade expansion program. 
Sec. 1105. Waiver of matching funds requirement under the women’s business cen-

ter program. 
Sec. 1106. Loan forgiveness. 
Sec. 1107. Direct appropriations. 
Sec. 1108. Minority business development agency. 
Sec. 1109. United States Treasury Program Management Authority. 
Sec. 1110. Emergency EIDL grants. 
Sec. 1111. Resources and services in languages other than English. 
Sec. 1112. Subsidy for certain loan payments. 
Sec. 1113. Bankruptcy. 
Sec. 1114. Emergency rulemaking authority. 

TITLE II—ASSISTANCE FOR AMERICAN WORKERS, FAMILIES, AND 
BUSINESSES 

Subtitle A—Unemployment Insurance Provisions 
Sec. 2101. Short title. 
Sec. 2102. Pandemic Unemployment Assistance. 
Sec. 2103. Emergency unemployment relief for governmental entities and nonprofit 

organizations. 
Sec. 2104. Emergency increase in unemployment compensation benefits. 
Sec. 2105. Temporary full Federal funding of the first week of compensable regular 

unemployment for States with no waiting week. 
Sec. 2106. Emergency State staffing flexibility. 
Sec. 2107. Pandemic emergency unemployment compensation. 
Sec. 2108. Temporary financing of short-time compensation payments in States 

with programs in law. 
Sec. 2109. Temporary financing of short-time compensation agreements. 
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134 STAT. 560 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

heading in this Act to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus, $85,000,000 shall be available for centers for inde-
pendent living that have received grants funded under part C 
of chapter I of title VII of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973: Provided 
further, That to facilitate State use of funds provided under this 
heading in this Act, matching requirements under sections 
304(d)(1)(D) and 373(g)(2) of the OAA shall not apply to funds 
made available under this heading in this Act: Provided further, 
That the transfer authority under section 308(b)(4)(A) of the OAA 
shall apply to funds made available under this heading in this 
Act by substituting ‘‘100 percent’’ for ‘‘40 percent’’: Provided further, 
That the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman shall have continuing 
direct access (or other access through the use of technology) to 
residents of long-term care facilities during any portion of the 
public health emergency relating to coronavirus beginning on the 
date of enactment of this Act and ending on September 30, 2020, 
to provide services described in section 712(a)(3)(B) of the OAA: 
Provided further, That such amount is designated by the Congress 
as being for an emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES EMERGENCY FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Public Health and Social Services 
Emergency Fund’’, $27,014,500,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2024, to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, 
domestically or internationally, including the development of nec-
essary countermeasures and vaccines, prioritizing platform-based 
technologies with U.S.-based manufacturing capabilities, the pur-
chase of vaccines, therapeutics, diagnostics, necessary medical sup-
plies, as well as medical surge capacity, addressing blood supply 
chain, workforce modernization, telehealth access and infrastruc-
ture, initial advanced manufacturing, novel dispensing, enhance-
ments to the U.S. Commissioned Corps, and other preparedness 
and response activities: Provided, That funds appropriated under 
this paragraph in this Act may be used to develop and demonstrate 
innovations and enhancements to manufacturing platforms to sup-
port such capabilities: Provided further, That the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall purchase vaccines developed 
using funds made available under this paragraph in this Act to 
respond to an outbreak or pandemic related to coronavirus in quan-
tities determined by the Secretary to be adequate to address the 
public health need: Provided further, That products purchased by 
the Federal government with funds made available under this para-
graph in this Act, including vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics, 
shall be purchased in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion guidance on fair and reasonable pricing: Provided further, 
That the Secretary may take such measures authorized under cur-
rent law to ensure that vaccines, therapeutics, and diagnostics 
developed from funds provided in this Act will be affordable in 
the commercial market: Provided further, That in carrying out 
the previous proviso, the Secretary shall not take actions that 
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134 STAT. 561 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

delay the development of such products: Provided further, That 
products purchased with funds appropriated under this paragraph 
in this Act may, at the discretion of the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, be deposited in the Strategic National Stockpile 
under section 319F–2 of the Public Health Service Act: Provided 
further, That of the amount appropriated under this paragraph 
in this Act, not more than $16,000,000,000 shall be for the Strategic 
National Stockpile under section 319F–2(a) of such Act: Provided 
further, That funds appropriated under this paragraph in this Act 
may be transferred to, and merged with, the fund authorized by 
section 319F–4, the Covered Countermeasure Process Fund, of the 
Public Health Service Act: Provided further, That of the amount 
appropriated under this paragraph in this Act, not less than 
$250,000,000 shall be available for grants to or cooperative agree-
ments with entities that are either grantees or sub-grantees of 
the Hospital Preparedness Program authorized in section 319C– 
2 of the Public Health Service Act or that meet such other criteria 
as the Secretary may prescribe, with such awards issued under 
such section or section 311 of such Act: Provided further, That 
of the amount provided under this paragraph in this Act, not 
less than $3,500,000,000 shall be available to the Biomedical 
Advanced Research and Development Authority for necessary 
expenses of manufacturing, production, and purchase, at the discre-
tion of the Secretary, of vaccines, therapeutics, diagnostics, and 
small molecule active pharmaceutical ingredients, including the 
development, translation, and demonstration at scale of innovations 
in manufacturing platforms: Provided further, That funds in the 
previous proviso may be used for the construction or renovation 
of U.S.-based next generation manufacturing facilities, other than 
facilities owned by the United States Government: Provided further, 
That of the amount appropriated under this paragraph in this 
Act, funds may be used to reimburse the Department of Veterans 
Affairs for expenses incurred by the Veterans Health Administration 
to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, and to provide 
medical care for such purposes to individuals not otherwise eligible 
for care: Provided further, That funds used for the preceding proviso 
shall be made available to reimburse the Department of Veterans 
Affairs only if the Secretary of Health and Human Services certifies 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate that funds available for assignments under 
Public Law 93–288, as amended, are insufficient and such funds 
are necessary to reimburse the Department of Veterans Affairs 
for expenses incurred to provide health care to civilians: Provided 
further, That the Secretary shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and the Senate not less 
than 3 days prior to such certification: Provided further, That of 
the amounts appropriated under this paragraph in this Act, not 
more than $289,000,000 may be transferred as necessary to other 
federal agencies for necessary expenses related to medical care 
that are incurred to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus 
for persons eligible for treatment pursuant to section 322 of the 
Public Health Service Act, as amended, as determined by the Sec-
retary of the recipient agency: Provided further, That of the amount 
appropriated under this paragraph in this Act, $1,500,000 shall 
be available for the Secretary to enter into an agreement with 
the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine 
not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of this Act 
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134 STAT. 562 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

to examine, and, in a manner that does not compromise national 
security, report on, the security of the United States medical product 
supply chain: Provided further, That funds appropriated under this 
paragraph in this Act may be used for grants for the construction, 
alteration, or renovation of non-federally owned facilities to improve 
preparedness and response capability at the State and local level: 
Provided further, That funds appropriated under this paragraph 
in this Act may be used for the construction, alteration, or renova-
tion of non-federally owned facilities for the production of vaccines, 
therapeutics, and diagnostics where the Secretary determines that 
such a contract is necessary to secure sufficient amounts of such 
supplies: Provided further, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress as being for an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

For an additional amount for the ‘‘Public Health and Social 
Services Emergency Fund’’, $275,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2022, to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus, domestically or internationally: Provided, That 
$90,000,000 of the funds appropriated under this paragraph shall 
be transferred to ‘‘Health Resources and Services Administration— 
Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program’’ to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2022 for modifications to existing contracts, and supple-
ments to existing grants and cooperative agreements under parts 
A, B, C, D, and section 2692(a) of title XXVI of the Public Health 
Service Act (referred to as ‘‘PHS’’ Act) to respond to coronavirus, 
domestically or internationally: Provided further, That supplements 
made in the preceding proviso shall be awarded using a data- 
driven methodology determined by the Secretary: Provided further, 
That sections 2604(c), 2612(b), and 2651(c) of the PHS Act shall 
not apply to funds under this paragraph: Provided further, That 
$5,000,000 of the funds appropriated under this paragraph shall 
be transferred to ‘‘Health Resources and Services Administration— 
Health Care Systems’’ to remain available until September 30, 
2022, for activities under sections 1271 and 1273 of the PHS Act 
to improve the capacity of poison control centers to respond to 
increased calls: Provided further, That $180,000,000 of the funds 
appropriated under this paragraph shall be transferred to ‘‘Health 
Resources and Services Administration—Rural Health’’ to remain 
available until September 30, 2022, to carry out telehealth and 
rural health activities under sections 330A and 330I of the PHS 
Act and sections 711 and 1820 of the Social Security Act to prevent, 
prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or internation-
ally: Provided further, That of the funding in the previous proviso, 
no less than $15,000,000 shall be allocated to tribes, tribal organiza-
tions, urban Indian health organizations, or health service providers 
to tribes: Provided further, That section 1820(g)(3)(A), section 
1820(g)(3)(D) and section 1820(g)(3)(E) of such Act shall not apply 
to funds in the preceding two provisos: Provided further, That 
funds appropriated under this heading in this Act may be made 
available to restore amounts, either directly or through reimburse-
ment, for obligations incurred to prevent, prepare for, and respond 
to coronavirus, domestically or internationally, prior to the date 
of enactment of this Act: Provided further, That for the purposes 
of any funding provided for fiscal year 2020 for the Health Centers 
Program pursuant to section 330 of the PHS Act (42 U.S.C. 254b), 
maintaining or increasing health center capacity and staffing levels 
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134 STAT. 563 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

during a public health emergency related to coronavirus shall be 
deemed a cost of prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of 
coronavirus: Provided further, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress as being for an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Public Health and Social Services 
Emergency Fund’’, $100,000,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, 
domestically or internationally, for necessary expenses to reimburse, 
through grants or other mechanisms, eligible health care providers 
for health care related expenses or lost revenues that are attrib-
utable to coronavirus: Provided, That these funds may not be used 
to reimburse expenses or losses that have been reimbursed from 
other sources or that other sources are obligated to reimburse: 
Provided further, That recipients of payments under this paragraph 
shall submit reports and maintain documentation as the Secretary 
determines are needed to ensure compliance with conditions that 
are imposed by this paragraph for such payments, and such reports 
and documentation shall be in such form, with such content, and 
in such time as the Secretary may prescribe for such purpose: 
Provided further, That ‘‘eligible health care providers’’ means public 
entities, Medicare or Medicaid enrolled suppliers and providers, 
and such for-profit entities and not-for-profit entities not otherwise 
described in this proviso as the Secretary may specify, within the 
United States (including territories), that provide diagnoses, testing, 
or care for individuals with possible or actual cases of COVID– 
19: Provided further, That the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services shall, on a rolling basis, review applications and make 
payments under this paragraph in this Act: Provided further, That 
funds appropriated under this paragraph in this Act shall be avail-
able for building or construction of temporary structures, leasing 
of properties, medical supplies and equipment including personal 
protective equipment and testing supplies, increased workforce and 
trainings, emergency operation centers, retrofitting facilities, and 
surge capacity: Provided further, That, in this paragraph, the term 
‘‘payment’’ means a pre-payment, prospective payment, or retrospec-
tive payment, as determined appropriate by the Secretary: Provided 
further, That payments under this paragraph shall be made in 
consideration of the most efficient payment systems practicable 
to provide emergency payment: Provided further, That to be eligible 
for a payment under this paragraph, an eligible health care provider 
shall submit to the Secretary of Health and Human Services an 
application that includes a statement justifying the need of the 
provider for the payment and the eligible health care provider 
shall have a valid tax identification number: Provided further, That, 
not later than 3 years after final payments are made under this 
paragraph, the Office of Inspector General of the Department of 
Health and Human Services shall transmit a final report on audit 
findings with respect to this program to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and the Senate: Provided 
further, That nothing in this section limits the authority of the 
Inspector General or the Comptroller General to conduct audits 
of interim payments at an earlier date: Provided further, That 
not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall provide a report 
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134 STAT. 564 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate on obligation of funds, including obligations 
to such eligible health care providers summarized by State of the 
payment receipt: Provided further, That such reports shall be 
updated and submitted to such Committees every 60 days until 
funds are expended: Provided further, That such amount is des-
ignated by the Congress as being for an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

EDUCATION STABILIZATION FUND 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Education Stabilization Fund’’, 
$30,750,000,000, to remain available through September 30, 2021, 
to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically 
or internationally: Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress as being for an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

EDUCATION STABILIZATION FUND 

SEC. 18001. (a) ALLOCATIONS.—From the amount made avail-
able under this heading in this Act to carry out the Education 
Stabilization Fund, the Secretary shall first allocate— 

(1) not more than 1/2 of 1 percent to the outlying areas 
on the basis of their respective needs, as determined by the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Secretary of the Interior; 

(2) one-half of 1 percent for the Secretary of Interior, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Education, for programs 
operated or funded by the Bureau of Indian Education; and 

(3) 1 percent for grants to States with the highest 
coronavirus burden to support activities under this heading 
in this Act, for which the Secretary shall issue a notice inviting 
applications not later than 30 days of enactment of this Act 
and approve or deny applications not later than 30 days after 
receipt. 
(b) RESERVATIONS.—After carrying out subsection (a), the Sec-

retary shall reserve the remaining funds made available as follows: 
(1) 9.8 percent to carry out section 18002 of this title. 
(2) 43.9 percent to carry out section 18003 of this title. 
(3) 46.3 percent to carry out section 18004 of this title. 

GOVERNOR’S EMERGENCY EDUCATION RELIEF FUND 

SEC. 18002. (a) GRANTS.—From funds reserved under section 
18001(b)(1) of this title, the Secretary shall make Emergency Edu-
cation Relief grants to the Governor of each State with an approved 
application. The Secretary shall issue a notice inviting applications 
not later than 30 days of enactment of this Act and shall approve 
or deny applications not later than 30 days after receipt. 

(b) ALLOCATIONS.—The amount of each grant under subsection 
(a) shall be allocated by the Secretary to each State as follows: 

Notice. 
Deadlines. 

20 USC 3401 
note. 

Notice. 
Deadlines. 

Determination. 

20 USC 3401 
note. 
Consultation. 

Reports. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 12:04 Aug 10, 2020 Jkt 099139 PO 00136 Frm 00284 Fmt 6580 Sfmt 6581 E:\PUBLAW\PUBL136.116 PUBL136w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 L
A

P
JF

8D
0R

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 P
U

B
LA

W



134 STAT. 565 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

(1) 60 percent on the basis of their relative population 
of individuals aged 5 through 24. 

(2) 40 percent on the basis of their relative number of 
children counted under section 1124(c) of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (referred to under this heading 
as ‘‘ESEA’’). 
(c) USES OF FUNDS.—Grant funds awarded under subsection 

(b) may be used to— 
(1) provide emergency support through grants to local edu-

cational agencies that the State educational agency deems have 
been most significantly impacted by coronavirus to support 
the ability of such local educational agencies to continue to 
provide educational services to their students and to support 
the on-going functionality of the local educational agency; 

(2) provide emergency support through grants to institu-
tions of higher education serving students within the State 
that the Governor determines have been most significantly 
impacted by coronavirus to support the ability of such institu-
tions to continue to provide educational services and support 
the on-going functionality of the institution; and 

(3) provide support to any other institution of higher edu-
cation, local educational agency, or education related entity 
within the State that the Governor deems essential for carrying 
out emergency educational services to students for authorized 
activities described in section 18003(d)(1) of this title or the 
Higher Education Act, the provision of child care and early 
childhood education, social and emotional support, and the 
protection of education-related jobs. 
(d) REALLOCATION.—Each Governor shall return to the Sec-

retary any funds received under this section that the Governor 
does not award within one year of receiving such funds and the 
Secretary shall reallocate such funds to the remaining States in 
accordance with subsection (b). 

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND 

SEC. 18003. (a) GRANTS.—From funds reserved under section 
18001(b)(2) of this title, the Secretary shall make elementary and 
secondary school emergency relief grants to each State educational 
agency with an approved application. The Secretary shall issue 
a notice inviting applications not later than 30 days of enactment 
of this Act and approve or deny applications not later than 30 
days after receipt. 

(b) ALLOCATIONS TO STATES.—The amount of each grant under 
subsection (a) shall be allocated by the Secretary to each State 
in the same proportion as each State received under part A of 
title I of the ESEA of 1965 in the most recent fiscal year. 

(c) SUBGRANTS TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—Each State 
shall allocate not less than 90 percent of the grant funds awarded 
to the State under this section as subgrants to local educational 
agencies (including charter schools that are local educational agen-
cies) in the State in proportion to the amount of funds such local 
educational agencies and charter schools that are local educational 
agencies received under part A of title I of the ESEA of 1965 
in the most recent fiscal year. 

(d) USES OF FUNDS.—A local educational agency that receives 
funds under this title may use the funds for any of the following: 
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134 STAT. 566 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

(1) Any activity authorized by the ESEA of 1965, including 
the Native Hawaiian Education Act and the Alaska Native 
Educational Equity, Support, and Assistance Act (20 U.S.C. 
6301 et seq.), the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.) (‘‘IDEA’’), the Adult Education and 
Family Literacy Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), the Carl D. 
Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 
2301 et seq.) (‘‘the Perkins Act’’), or subtitle B of title VII 
of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
11431 et seq.). 

(2) Coordination of preparedness and response efforts of 
local educational agencies with State, local, Tribal, and terri-
torial public health departments, and other relevant agencies, 
to improve coordinated responses among such entities to pre-
vent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus. 

(3) Providing principals and others school leaders with 
the resources necessary to address the needs of their individual 
schools. 

(4) Activities to address the unique needs of low-income 
children or students, children with disabilities, English 
learners, racial and ethnic minorities, students experiencing 
homelessness, and foster care youth, including how outreach 
and service delivery will meet the needs of each population. 

(5) Developing and implementing procedures and systems 
to improve the preparedness and response efforts of local edu-
cational agencies. 

(6) Training and professional development for staff of the 
local educational agency on sanitation and minimizing the 
spread of infectious diseases. 

(7) Purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the facilities 
of a local educational agency, including buildings operated by 
such agency. 

(8) Planning for and coordinating during long-term clo-
sures, including for how to provide meals to eligible students, 
how to provide technology for online learning to all students, 
how to provide guidance for carrying out requirements under 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1401 
et seq.) and how to ensure other educational services can con-
tinue to be provided consistent with all Federal, State, and 
local requirements. 

(9) Purchasing educational technology (including hardware, 
software, and connectivity) for students who are served by 
the local educational agency that aids in regular and sub-
stantive educational interaction between students and their 
classroom instructors, including low-income students and stu-
dents with disabilities, which may include assistive technology 
or adaptive equipment. 

(10) Providing mental health services and supports. 
(11) Planning and implementing activities related to 

summer learning and supplemental afterschool programs, 
including providing classroom instruction or online learning 
during the summer months and addressing the needs of low- 
income students, students with disabilities, English learners, 
migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and 
children in foster care. 

(12) Other activities that are necessary to maintain the 
operation of and continuity of services in local educational 
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134 STAT. 567 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

agencies and continuing to employ existing staff of the local 
educational agency. 
(e) STATE FUNDING.—With funds not otherwise allocated under 

subsection (c), a State may reserve not more than 1/2 of 1 percent 
for administrative costs and the remainder for emergency needs 
as determined by the state educational agency to address issues 
responding to coronavirus, which may be addressed through the 
use of grants or contracts. 

(f) REALLOCATION.—A State shall return to the Secretary any 
funds received under this section that the State does not award 
within 1 year of receiving such funds and the Secretary shall 
reallocate such funds to the remaining States in accordance with 
subsection (b). 

HIGHER EDUCATION EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND 

SEC. 18004. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall allocate 
funding under this section as follows: 

(1) 90 percent to each institution of higher education to 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, by appor-
tioning it— 

(A) 75 percent according to the relative share of full- 
time equivalent enrollment of Federal Pell Grant recipients 
who are not exclusively enrolled in distance education 
courses prior to the coronavirus emergency; and 

(B) 25 percent according to the relative share of full- 
time equivalent enrollment of students who were not Fed-
eral Pell Grant recipients who are not exclusively enrolled 
in distance education courses prior to the coronavirus emer-
gency. 
(2) 7.5 percent for additional awards under parts A and 

B of title III, parts A and B of title V, and subpart 4 of 
part A of title VII of the Higher Education Act to address 
needs directly related to coronavirus, that shall be in addition 
to awards made in section 18004(a)(1) of this title, and allocated 
by the Secretary proportionally to such programs based on 
the relative share of funding appropriated to such programs 
in the Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public 
Law 116–94) and which may be used to defray expenses 
(including lost revenue, reimbursement for expenses already 
incurred, technology costs associated with a transition to dis-
tance education, faculty and staff trainings, payroll) incurred 
by institutions of higher education and for grants to students 
for any component of the student’s cost of attendance (as defined 
under section 472 of the Higher Education Act), including food, 
housing, course materials, technology, health care, and child 
care. 

(3) 2.5 percent for part B of title VII of the Higher Edu-
cation Act for institutions of higher education that the Secretary 
determines have the greatest unmet needs related to 
coronavirus, which may be used to defray expenses (including 
lost revenue, reimbursement for expenses already incurred, 
technology costs associated with a transition to distance edu-
cation, faculty and staff trainings, payroll) incurred by institu-
tions of higher education and for grants to students for any 
component of the student’s cost of attendance (as defined under 
section 472 of the Higher Education Act), including food, 

20 USC 3401 
note. 

Deadline. 
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housing, course materials, technology, health care, and child 
care. 
(b) DISTRIBUTION.—The funds made available to each institu-

tion under subsection (a)(1) shall be distributed by the Secretary 
using the same systems as the Secretary otherwise distributes 
funding to each institution under title IV of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.). 

(c) USES OF FUNDS.—Except as otherwise specified in subsection 
(a), an institution of higher education receiving funds under this 
section may use the funds received to cover any costs associated 
with significant changes to the delivery of instruction due to the 
coronavirus, so long as such costs do not include payment to contrac-
tors for the provision of pre-enrollment recruitment activities; 
endowments; or capital outlays associated with facilities related 
to athletics, sectarian instruction, or religious worship. Institutions 
of higher education shall use no less than 50 percent of such 
funds to provide emergency financial aid grants to students for 
expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to 
coronavirus (including eligible expenses under a student’s cost of 
attendance, such as food, housing, course materials, technology, 
health care, and child care). 

(d) SPECIAL PROVISIONS.—(1) In awarding grants under section 
18004(a)(3) of this title, the Secretary shall give priority to any 
institution of higher education that is not otherwise eligible for 
funding under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 18004(a) of this 
title of at least $500,000 and demonstrates significant unmet needs 
related to expenses associated with coronavirus. 

(2) A Historically Black College and University or a Minority 
Serving Institution may use prior awards provided under titles 
III, V, and VII of the Higher Education Act to prevent, prepare 
for, and respond to coronavirus. 

(e) REPORT.—An institution receiving funds under this section 
shall submit a report to the Secretary, at such time and in such 
manner as the Secretary may require, that describes the use of 
funds provided under this section. 

ASSISTANCE TO NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

SEC. 18005. (a) IN GENERAL.—A local educational agency 
receiving funds under sections 18002 or 18003 of this title shall 
provide equitable services in the same manner as provided under 
section 1117 of the ESEA of 1965 to students and teachers in 
non-public schools, as determined in consultation with representa-
tives of non-public schools. 

(b) PUBLIC CONTROL OF FUNDS.—The control of funds for the 
services and assistance provided to a non-public school under sub-
section (a), and title to materials, equipment, and property pur-
chased with such funds, shall be in a public agency, and a public 
agency shall administer such funds, materials, equipment, and prop-
erty and shall provide such services (or may contract for the provi-
sion of such services with a public or private entity). 

CONTINUED PAYMENT TO EMPLOYEES 

SEC. 18006. A local educational agency, State, institution of 
higher education, or other entity that receives funds under ‘‘Edu-
cation Stabilization Fund’’, shall to the greatest extent practicable, 

20 USC 3401 
note. 

20 USC 3401 
note. 
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continue to pay its employees and contractors during the period 
of any disruptions or closures related to coronavirus. 

DEFINITIONS 

SEC. 18007. Except as otherwise provided in sections 18001– 
18006 of this title, as used in such sections— 

(1) the terms ‘‘elementary education’’ and ‘‘secondary edu-
cation’’ have the meaning given such terms under State law; 

(2) the term ‘‘institution of higher education’’ has the 
meaning given such term in title I of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.); 

(3) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of Education; 
(4) the term ‘‘State’’ means each of the 50 States, the 

District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; 
(5) the term ‘‘cost of attendance’’ has the meaning given 

such term in section 472 of the Higher Education Act of 1965. 
(6) the term ‘‘Non-public school’’ means a non-public 

elementary and secondary school that (A) is accredited, licensed, 
or otherwise operates in accordance with State law; and (B) 
was in existence prior to the date of the qualifying emergency 
for which grants are awarded under this section; 

(7) the term ‘‘public school’’ means a public elementary 
or secondary school; and 

(8) any other term used that is defined in section 8101 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 7801) shall have the meaning given the term in such 
section. 

MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT 

SEC. 18008. (a) A State’s application for funds to carry out 
sections 18002 or 18003 of this title shall include assurances that 
the State will maintain support for elementary and secondary edu-
cation, and State support for higher education (which shall include 
State funding to institutions of higher education and state need- 
based financial aid, and shall not include support for capital projects 
or for research and development or tuition and fees paid by stu-
dents) in fiscal years 2020 and 2021 at least at the levels of 
such support that is the average of such State’s support for 
elementary and secondary education and for higher education pro-
vided in the 3 fiscal years preceding the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

(b) The secretary may waive the requirement in subsection 
(a) for the purpose of relieving fiscal burdens on States that have 
experienced a precipitous decline in financial resources. 

SAFE SCHOOLS AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Safe Schools and Citizenship 
Education’’, $100,000,000, to remain available through September 
30, 2021, to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domes-
tically or internationally, to supplement funds otherwise available 
for ‘‘Project SERV’’, including to help elementary, secondary and 
postsecondary schools clean and disinfect affected schools, and assist 
in counseling and distance learning and associated costs: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Congress as being for 

Waiver authority. 

20 USC 3401 
note. 
Time periods. 

20 USC 3401 
note. 
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an emergency requirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

GALLAUDET UNIVERSITY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Gallaudet University’’, 
$7,000,000, to remain available through September 30, 2021, to 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or 
internationally, including to help defray the expenses directly 
caused by coronavirus and to enable grants to students for expenses 
directly related to coronavirus and the disruption of university 
operations: Provided, That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

STUDENT AID ADMINISTRATION 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Student Aid Administration’’, 
$40,000,000, to remain available through September 30, 2021, to 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or 
internationally, for carrying out part D of title I, and subparts 
1, 3, 9 and 10 of part A, and parts B, C, D, and E of title 
IV of the HEA, and subpart 1 of part A of title VII of the Public 
Health Service Act: Provided, That such amount is designated by 
the Congress as being for an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency 
Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

HOWARD UNIVERSITY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Howard University’’, $13,000,000, 
to remain available through September 30, 2021, to prevent, prepare 
for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or internationally, 
including to help defray the expenses directly caused by coronavirus 
and to enable grants to students for expenses directly related to 
coronavirus and the disruption of university operations: Provided, 
That such amount is designated by the Congress as being for 
an emergency requirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Program Administration’’, 
$8,000,000, to remain available through September 30, 2021 to 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or 
internationally: Provided, That such amount is designated by the 
Congress as being for an emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Office of the Inspector General’’, 
$7,000,000, to remain available through September 30, 2022, to 
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or 
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134 STAT. 571 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

internationally, including for salaries and expenses necessary for 
oversight and audit of programs, grants, and projects funded in 
this Act to respond to coronavirus: Provided, That such amount 
is designated by the Congress as being for an emergency require-
ment pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Corporation for Public Broad-
casting’’, $75,000,000, to remain available through September 30, 
2021, to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, including 
for fiscal stabilization grants to public telecommunications entities, 
as defined by 47 U.S.C. 397(12), with no deduction for administra-
tive or other costs of the Corporation, to maintain programming 
and services and preserve small and rural stations threatened by 
declines in non-Federal revenues: Provided, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress as being for an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES 

OFFICE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES: GRANTS AND 
ADMINISTRATION 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Institute of Museum and Library 
Services’’, $50,000,000, to remain available until September 30, 
2021, to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, including 
grants to States, territories and tribes to expand digital network 
access, purchase internet accessible devices, and provide technical 
support services: Provided, That any matching funds requirements 
for States, tribes, libraries, and museums are waived for grants 
provided with funds made available under this heading in this 
Act: Provided further, That such amount is designated by the Con-
gress as being for an emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 

RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATION 

For an additional amount for the ‘‘Railroad Retirement Board’’, 
$5,000,000, to remain available until September 30, 2021, to pre-
vent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, including the pur-
chase of information technology equipment to improve the mobility 
of the workforce and provide for additional hiring or overtime 
hours as needed to administer the Railroad Unemployment Insur-
ance Act: Provided, That such amount is designated by the Congress 
as being for an emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985. 
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134 STAT. 572 PUBLIC LAW 116–136—MAR. 27, 2020 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Limitation on Administrative 
Expenses’’, $300,000,000, to remain available through September 
30, 2021 to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domes-
tically or internationally, including paying the salaries and benefits 
of all employees affected as a result of office closures, telework, 
phone and communication services for employees, overtime costs, 
and supplies, and for resources necessary for processing disability 
and retirement workloads and backlogs: Provided, That such 
amount is designated by the Congress as being for an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS TITLE 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 18108. Funds appropriated by this title may be used 
by the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services 
to appoint, without regard to the provisions of sections 3309 through 
3319 of title 5 of the United States Code, candidates needed for 
positions to perform critical work relating to coronavirus for which— 

(1) public notice has been given; and 
(2) the Secretary of Health and Human Services has deter-

mined that such a public health threat exists. 
SEC. 18109. Funds made available by this title may be used 

to enter into contracts with individuals for the provision of personal 
services (as described in section 104 of part 37 of title 48, Code 
of Federal Regulations (48 CFR 37.104)) to support the prevention 
of, preparation for, or response to coronavirus, domestically and 
internationally, subject to prior notification to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the Senate: 
Provided, That such individuals may not be deemed employees 
of the United States for the purpose of any law administered 
by the Office of Personnel Management: Provided further, That 
the authority made available pursuant to this section shall expire 
on September 30, 2024. 

SEC. 18110. (a) If services performed by an employee during 
fiscal year 2020 are determined by the head of the agency to 
be primarily related to preparation, prevention, or response to 
coronavirus, any premium pay for such services shall be disregarded 
in calculating the aggregate of such employee’s basic pay and pre-
mium pay for purposes of a limitation under section 5547(a) of 
title 5, United States Code, or under any other provision of law, 
whether such employee’s pay is paid on a biweekly or calendar 
year basis. 

(b) Any overtime pay for such services shall be disregarded 
in calculating any annual limit on the amount of overtime pay 
payable in a calendar or fiscal year. 

(c) With regard to such services, any pay that is disregarded 
under either subsection (a) or (b) shall be disregarded in calculating 
such employee’s aggregate pay for purposes of the limitation in 
section 5307 of such title 5. 

(d)(1) Pay that is disregarded under subsection (a) or (b) shall 
not cause the aggregate of the employee’s basic pay and premium 

Applicability. 

Determination. 
5 USC 5547 note. 

Expiration date. 

Contracts. 
Notification. 
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pay for the applicable calendar year to exceed the rate of basic 
pay payable for a position at level II of the Executive Schedule 
under section 5313 of title 5, United States Code, as in effect 
at the end of such calendar year. 

(2) For purposes of applying this subsection to an employee 
who would otherwise be subject to the premium pay limits estab-
lished under section 5547 of title 5, United States Code, ‘‘premium 
pay’’ means the premium pay paid under the provisions of law 
cited in section 5547(a). 

(3) For purposes of applying this subsection to an employee 
under a premium pay limit established under an authority other 
than section 5547 of title 5, United States Code, the agency respon-
sible for administering such limit shall determine what payments 
are considered premium pay. 

(e) This section shall take effect as if enacted on February 
2, 2020. 

(f) If application of this section results in the payment of 
additional premium pay to a covered employee of a type that is 
normally creditable as basic pay for retirement or any other pur-
pose, that additional pay shall not— 

(1) be considered to be basic pay of the covered employee 
for any purpose; or 

(2) be used in computing a lump-sum payment to the 
covered employee for accumulated and accrued annual leave 
under section 5551 or section 5552 of title 5, United States 
Code. 
SEC. 18111. Funds appropriated by this title to the heading 

‘‘Department of Health and Human Services’’ may be transferred 
to, and merged with, other appropriation accounts under the 
headings ‘‘Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’’, ‘‘Public 
Health and Social Services Emergency Fund’’, ‘‘Administration for 
Children and Families’’, ‘‘Administration for Community Living’’, 
and ‘‘National Institutes of Health’’ to prevent, prepare for, and 
respond to coronavirus following consultation with the Office of 
Management and Budget: Provided, That the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and the Senate shall 
be notified 10 days in advance of any such transfer: Provided 
further, That, upon a determination that all or part of the funds 
transferred from an appropriation by this title are not necessary, 
such amounts may be transferred back to that appropriation: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds made available by this title 
may be transferred pursuant to the authority in section 205 of 
division A of Public Law 116–94 or section 241(a) of the PHS 
Act. 

SEC. 18112. Not later than 30 days after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall 
provide a detailed spend plan of anticipated uses of funds made 
available to the Department of Health and Human Services in 
this Act, including estimated personnel and administrative costs, 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate: Provided, That such plans shall be updated 
and submitted to such Committees every 60 days until September 
30, 2024: Provided further, That the spend plans shall be accom-
panied by a listing of each contract obligation incurred that exceeds 
$5,000,000 which has not previously been reported, including the 
amount of each such obligation. 

Time period. 
Termination 
date. 
List. 

Deadline. 
Spend plans. 

Determination. 
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Deadline. 
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SEC. 18113. Of the funds appropriated by this title under the 
heading ‘‘Public Health and Social Services Emergency Fund’’, up 
to $4,000,000 shall be transferred to, and merged with, funds made 
available under the heading ‘‘Office of the Secretary, Office of 
Inspector General’’, and shall remain available until expended, for 
oversight of activities supported with funds appropriated to the 
Department of Health and Human Services to prevent, prepare 
for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or internationally: 
Provided, That the Inspector General of the Department of Health 
and Human Services shall consult with the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and the Senate prior 
to obligating such funds: Provided further, That the transfer 
authority provided by this section is in addition to any other transfer 
authority provided by law. 

SEC. 18114. (a) Funds appropriated in title III of the 
Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act, 2020 (Public Law 116–123) shall be paid to the ‘‘Depart-
ment of Homeland Security—Countering Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion Office—Federal Assistance’’account for costs incurred, including 
to reimburse costs incurred prior to the enactment of this Act, 
under other transaction authority and related to screening for 
coronavirus, domestically or internationally. 

(b) The term coronavirus has the meaning given the term 
in section 506 of the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020. 

(c) The amounts repurposed in this section that were previously 
designated by the Congress as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985 are designated by the Congress as an emergency requirement 
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 

SEC. 18115. (a) IN GENERAL.—Every laboratory that performs 
or analyzes a test that is intended to detect SARS–CoV–2 or to 
diagnose a possible case of COVID–19 shall report the results 
from each such test, to the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
in such form and manner, and at such timing and frequency, 
as the Secretary may prescribe until the end of the Secretary’s 
Public Health Emergency declaration with respect to COVID–19 
or any extension of such declaration. 

(b) LABORATORIES COVERED.—The Secretary may prescribe 
which laboratories must submit reports pursuant to this section. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary may make prescriptions 
under this section by regulation, including by interim final rule, 
or by guidance, and may issue such regulations or guidance without 
regard to the procedures otherwise required by section 553 of title 
5, United States Code. 

(d) REPEALER.—Section 1702 of division A of the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act is repealed. Ante, p. 183. 

42 USC 247d 
note. 
Regulations. 
42 USC 247d 
note. 

Reports. 
42 USC 247d 
note. 
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